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CHA.Pl'ER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Purpose £f study 
It is the purpose of this study to ascertain what a limited group of 
Jewish teen-agers in Newton do in leisure time group activity. Edward 
Davidson and Earnest Siegel did a study of leisure time activities of 
Jewish high school youth in Brookline~ Brighton, and Newton. 1 This pre-
l .iminary survey was rather broad in scope and produced some findings on 
the services and lack of services for Jewish youth in the broad geographi-
cal area of the three above-mentioned districts. The study gave the 
picture as it was in 1949. The writer feels that there has been consider-
able change in the past eight years. He is therefore limiting this study 
tl ~the Newton area and to a certain segment of the Jewish youth in it. 
The writer hopes~ in this study, to find out the nature of these 
leisure time activities and the attitudes of teen-agers toward them. An 
attempt will be made to offer a deeper insight into the interests and 
needs of certain Jewish youth within the city of Newton. The writer also 
seeks to find out whether the leisure time group activities meet the 
individual needs of Jewish youth who were studied. This concern is closely 
related to the basis for social group work practice. A further aim is to 
find out to what extent these youngsters participate solely in Jewish 
groups and to what extent, if any, these groups out across ethnic and 
cultural lines in membership. The writer desires to obtain a picture of 
1. Edward W. Davidson and Earnest Siegel~ ! Study of the Leisure 
1 Time Activities of Jewish High School Youth in Brookline, Brighton, ~ 
Newton, .Unpublished Thesis, Boston University School of Social Work, 1949. 
1 
social and leisure time associations of Newton Jewish teen-agers and to 
see the impact t hat t hese associations are making on the teen-agers in 
t he social climate of the area. The fee l ings of t he teen-agers regarding 
their associat i ons with only Jewish groups or with mixed groups will be 
sought f or in this study. 
are: 
Specifically, the questions that t he writer wishes to investigate 
1. What types of groups do these teen-agers belong to? 
2. What type of leadership do these groups have? 
). To what extent are these groups solely Jewish in membership and 
how do t he members feel about thi s type of participat-ionT 
4. What are the unmet needs of Jewish teen-agers in Newton? 
The writer is particularly interested in the t hird question, especi-
ally with regard to the teen-ager's feelings about participating only 
with Jewish teen-agers, if they do so. 
The writer will try to get at the feelings and attitudes of the 
teen-agers who are interviewed in order to better understand t he motiva-
tion for the t ype of group activity which exists. It is the writer's 
hope t hat with t his understanding of trends, needs, interests, attitudes, 
and feelings, the high school, social agencies, churches, and synagogues 
in the community may be more intelligently guided in planning their 
services to the youth in the community. 
Setting: Temple Emanuel 
This study is limited to teen-agers associated with Temple Emanuel, 
a large synagogue in Newton which now has an extensive Youth Activities 
2 
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program. This program services young people who range in age from seven 
to eighteen with various group activities, As shown in Table I, out of 
a total number of 750 different indivi.duale coming to the program during 
the 1954-55 program year, 174 fall under t he Teen-Age Department. 
TABLE I 
TEMPLE EMANUEL YOUTH ACTIVITIES 
MEMBERSHIP FIGURES 
Program Department Number Enrolled 
Children's Department 
Ages---7 to 11 years 
Grades--2 to 6 
Pre-teen Department 
Ages---11 to 14 years 
Grades--7 to 9 
Teen-age Department 
Ages---14 to 18 years 
Grades--10 to 12 
Young Adult Department 
Ages---19 to ,0 years 
Total--
227 
174 
28 
750 
1 These are youngsters fourteen to eighteen years of age who are enrolled 
in Newton High School or, in some cases, in nearby private schools or 
public schools such as Wellesley High School and Belmont High School. 
Newton High School has only three gradess namely the tenth, eleventh, and 
twelfth grades, 
The program offers the teen-agers the following activities. (This 
includes activities in other departments which some teen-agers participate 
·· in.) 
rr 
1. The Post Bar Mitzvah and Baa Mitzvah Olub which meets every 
Sunday morning at 9 A. M. for a half hour religious service 
(conducted by the members) followed by a breakfast and club 
business or cultural program. Of sixty-eight members, twenty-
one are in the teen-age department; the remainder are junior 
high schoolers. The grou~ is led by two adult volunteers 
assisted by the Temple 1 a Cantor and a Hebrew School teacher. 
The cl1.1b has a slate of elected officers, most of whom are 
teen-agers. The group participates in various discussion 
programs, sees films and goes on trips to points of interest. 
The club is affiliated with the national and regional struc-
tures of United Synagogue Youth and sends delegates to regional 
and national conferences and conventions. 
2. The Senior Judaeana of Newton is a group of thirty-four ninth 
and tenth grade girls who meet at the Temple every other Sunday 
afternoon. This club is advised by a paid leader, who is a 
college student and is hired by the Zionist Youth Commission. 
The leader is supervised by the Temple's Youth Activities 
Director in cooperation with the zyc area supervisor. The 
group is affiliated with National Young Judaea,and its acti-
vities include socials, discussions, films, ~~d projects rela-
ting to Israel. 
'· The University of Life program whioh is held every other Sunday 
afternoon and early evening and includes a teen-age lounge from 
4:,0 to 5:45 and a supper followed by a cultural program. The 
members of this activity are co-ed and are primarily in the 
tenth and eleventh grades with only a few twelfth graders 
participating. The program also sends delegates to regional 
and national United Synagogue Youth activities. The purposes 
of this Sunday activity are primarily social, recreational and 
cultural. The programs often consist of business meetings, 
speakers, films, parlor games, discussions, . etc. The group is 
advised by a part-time paid leader ~~d has its own elected 
officers who are seniors, juniors, and some sophomores. There 
are sixty members registered and the average attendance is 
between thirty-five and forty-five. 
4. The Senior Girls and College Boys group meets one Sunday after-
noon a month. This group consists of about thirty girls in the 
eleventh and twelfth grades and about forty to fifty boys who 
are freshmen and sophomores in nearby colleges. The boys are 
invited and may be college boys living in Newton or boys from 
out of town who are contacted through the various local Hillel 
org~~izations. The program usually consists of social dancing 
starting at 4:,0 or 5:00 P. M. and a supper at 6:00 P. M. 
followed by dancing. Sometimes there is an invited speaker 
and a discussion following the supper. A part-time paid leader 
works with the group. There are no elected officers and the 
4 
activities are primarily social--a main object being to offer 
the older high school girls an opportunity to meet and socialize 
with older boys and to give college boys who are away from home 
an opportunity to meet the local community. 
5. The Amigos club is a newly formed friendship club of about 
twenty-two boys who are fifteen and sixteen years old. All the 
boys go to Newton High School. The group has club meetings every 
Tuesday evening at the Temple and some of the boys use the Temple's 
gym and swimming facilities. The club has elected officers and · 
a volunteer adult advisor who is a Temple member and who was 
recruited and is supervised by the Temple's Youth Activities 
Director. The club has business meetings, works on fund raising 
projects in order to buy sweaters, runs a dance at the Temple, 
and goes bowling. Inter-group activities with teen-age clubs 
at the Boston YMHA in Roxbury have been arranged through the 
initiative of the Temple Youth Director, the Y teen-age worker, 
and the club leader. 
6. A Gym Program which is conducted every Monday and Tuesday night 
has facilities at the Weeks Junior High School. These are 
secured by the Temple exclusively for these two nights. The 
program is conducted from the first week of November through 
the second or third week of ~~rch. It is directed by a paid 
'physical education director who is a school teacher and Junior 
High football coach. He is assisted by three or four adult 
volunteers. Each of the two evenings the grm program is open 
for ten to fourteen year olds from 7:00 to 8:00 P. M. and for 
fourteen and a half to eighteen year olds from 8:00 to 9:00 P.M. 
There are about fifty younger boys and thirty-two older teen-
agers enrolled in this program. Two varsity teams are formed, 
one for each hour; and occasional games with teams from syna-
gogues and churches in Greater Boston are arranged. The senior 
varsity, consisting of eighteen boys, plays every Wednesday 
night in the Newton Church League. This varsity is ooa~hed 
by the above-mentioned physical education director. 
7. A Swimming Program for boys ranging in age from ten to eighteen 
is held one Thursday night a month from 7:00 to 8:15 P. M. The 
Newton YMCA Swimming Pool is secured by the Temple for this 
program. The registration for this activity is sixty-one, but 
only nineteen are in the tee.n-age range. The average attendance 
is fifteen to twenty-five boys during each activity session. 
The group is supervised by four adult volunteers recruited from 
the Temple membership. The boys learn how to swim, conduct 
relay races, and play games such as water polo. 
8. Friday Night Services and ~~ Oneg Shabbat program are available 
to the youth every week. About fifteen to twenty-five yotmgsters 
usually come to this activity, sit together during services, and 
' I 
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hold their own social hour following the service, which usually 
ends at 9 :;10 P. ?-1. At the social hour there are refreshments, 
discussions, and Israeli singing and dancing. Only about ten 
of the total group are in the teen-age range, the rest being 
youngsters in junior high school. This is a co-ed group and 
~sled by the Temple's Youth Activities Director. 
9. A Leaders' Training Fellowship group meets one Saturday afternoon 
a month led alternately by the Rabbi and the Educational Direc-
tor. The progrrum is co-ordinated by the Youth Activities 
Director. This is primarily a select study group. The LTF 
is sponsored nationally by the Jewish Theological Seminary. and 
study guides are issued by the National Office. In order to 
participate in this group activity, the member must be doing 
some form ~f formal Jewish study for a minimum of six hours a 
week. There are eleven members registered in this group, only 
three of whom are in the teen-age bracket. The rest are eighth 
and ninth graders in junior high school. This group usually 
meets in a private home or in the Rabbi's study. 
10. The Pre-Teen Canteen is held every other Saturday night and is 
primarily set up for seventh, eighth, arid ninth ~raders; but 
there are about eight or ten tenth graders (boys) who come to 
this activity quite regularly. This is a mass lounge and social 
program with an average attendance ranging between 125 and 175 
co-ed youngsters. The aeti vity is primarily social dancing with 
some novelty games and special programs from time to time. The 
program is supervised by two paid leaders assisted by anywhere 
from two to eight adult volunteers who come alternately. 
All of these activities are led by adults who, tn turn, are super-
vised by a trained group worker. The Synagogue's building houses all 
these activities with the exception of gym and swimming. The Synagogue 
has available fifteen bright meeting rooms, a large vestry, a large 
auditorium, a game room, and a photography dark room. In the ease of 
the gym and swimming activities, a large gymnasium at a nearby junior 
high.' ·school and the local YMCA swimming pool are utilized. Both facili-
ties are acquired for the sole use of the Temple's program at the apeci-
fied time. 
Participation in these activities is by paid membership in the program. 
This membership is open to the entire community, but there is a aifference 
6 
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in fee for children of non-members of the congregation. The fee is $2.00 
for members' children and $5.00 for children of non-members. 
For t he past two and a half years, the writer has been the director 
of this Youth Activities Program. In this capacity, the writer has 
developed a relationship with many teen-agers who participated in the 
program's activities. 
Selection of Sample 
This study limits itself to the teen-agers participating in the 
above-mentioned program. In December of 1954, there were 174 teen-agers 
registered in the Synagogue's Youth Activities Program. Some of these 
registrants participated only in a gym program or in a social activity, 
while others participated in several activities. In order to get repre-
1 aentation from both of these categories, t he writer classified the member-
1 ship into two separate groups. One list contained the names of teen-agers 
I 
,, 
I 
I 
1 
II 
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participating in more than one activity in the synagogue, while the second 
list contained the names of participants in only one activity. The writer 
then broke each list into male and female members in order to have both 
se~es equally represented, as shown in Table II. 
1]:pe 
I. 
II. 
III. 
IV. 
TABLE II 
TYPES OF PARTICIPATION OF TE~AGE ~~IBERS 
IN TEMPLE EMANUEL TOtrrH ACTIVITIES 
of Participation Number of' 
Boys in multiple activities 35 
Boys in single activity 70 
Girls in multiple activities 49 
Girls in single activity 20 
Participants 
7 
The interviewees were picked at random eo as to get a fair sampling 
which would give the most representative picture. These lists were in 
, alphabetical order. Five were picked by a r~~dom sampling procedure from 
eaoh list, giving the writer twenty people to interview. Therefore, 
every seventh boy in List I, every fourteenth boy in List II, every tenth 
girl in List III, and every fourth girl in List IV was picked. 
There were many more boys in the single activity list because of the 
1 great number participating in only the gym program, the swimming, or one 
friendship club. The large number of multiple girls was because of the 
girls who belonged to the Sunday afternoon University of Life and the 
Senior Girls and Oollege Boys group or the Senior Judaea club, or the 
Friday Hight Oneg Shabbat group. There was a definite trend for the girls 
to belong to several groups, espeoially the aooial activities, and for the 
boys to belong to only one group, primarily an athletic activity. 
:Method of Gathering~ 
This study was based on focused interviews with these twenty selected 
teen-agers. A aeries of questions was drawn up to guide the interview and 
to help acquire the desired information. These questions appear in t he 
Appendix. 
The writer has had a close relationship with almost all of the teen-
agers in the program because for two years he did all of the direct leader-
ship of the Temple's teen-age groups, and in the third year he worked 
directly with three of the ten groups which included teen-agers. The 
writer found that he had worked directly with all ten of those in the 
"multiple activity" category and three of those in the 11 single activity" 
8 
9 
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group. The writer knew, and was known by, all of the other seven. He 
had had several contacts with each one during the past three years. 
The writer found the twenty interviewees to be most cooperative and 
relaxed during the interviews. Information seemed to flow very freely 
and spontaneously in the case of all twenty interviews. The interviews 
lasted from twenty-five minutes to fifty-five minutes. The majority 
took between forty and forty-five minutes. 
A master chart showing the length of' time of each interview as well 
as the number of' school clubs, Temple sponsored groups, outside organize.-
tiona, and informal friendship groups of each interviewee is in the 
Appendix (page 48). All this information can be seen in graphic form there. 
Residence and School Grade of' the Twenty Teen-~ Who Were Studied 
It is interesting to note that the largest number of teen-agers who 
were picked were juniors~ · -There were no senior girls and more sophomore 
girls than boys. (See Table III.) This is indicative of the registration 
for the program. There are only six senior class girls registered in the 
~n~ire program, while the predominance in registration is among those in 
1 the sophomore and junior classes. 
TABLE III 
SCHOOL GRADE OF INTERVIEWEES 
Olass BoJle Girls 
Seniors 2 0 
Juniors 6 6 
Sophomores 2 
...i.. 
Total 10 10 
- - rr ------
It 
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The only program attended by senior girls is the Senior High Girls 
and College Boys, while some senior boys are in the University of Life 
and the gym program. 
Nineteen of the twenty go to Newton High School; one is enrolled at 
Wellesley High School. All live in Newton except the one resident of 
Wellesley. There are six teen-agers in the entire program who reside 
in Wellesley and one who lives in Belmont. Besides these seven, t here 
are five other tee~agers enrolled in the program who do not go to Newton 
High School. They go to nearby private, preparatory schools. 
Of the twenty interviewees, two go to the Hebrew Teachers' College 
five days a week, from Monday to Thursday in the afternoons and on Sunday 
mornings. There is a total of four teen-agers and four junior high 
schoolers attending the Hebrew Teachers' College from among all those 
enrolled in the Temple's Youth Program. 
'·· 
.-.. -~ CHA.Pl'ER II 
THE CO~MUNITY AND ITS YOUTH-SERVING FACILITIES 
City of Newton 
The city of Newton is surrounded on t he east by West Roxbury, Brookline 
.. 
and Brighton; on the north by Watertown and Waltham; on t he west by Weston 
and Wellesley ; and on the south by Needham. There are ten post office 
divisions in Newton) namely, Chestnut Hill, Newton Centre, Newton Hi ghlands, 
Newton Upper Falls, Newton Lower Falls, \faban, Auburndale, West Newton, 
Newtonville, and Newton. The city covers an area of eighteen square miles. 
Newton is very appropriately called the Garden City because of ita 
many trees, parks, landscaped lawns, and grassy areas. Certain parts of 
Newton are hilly, and generally the city i s situated above sea level and 
overlooks Brookline and Boston proper. There are t hree hundred miles of 
streets in Newton. Public bus transportation is rather poor. !Jlany areas 
cannot be reached by buses; and where t here are bus lines, buses run 
rather infrequently. 
In his. inaugural address in January of 1954, Mayor Whitmore reported, 
"Since the end of World War II, t he population of our City has increased 
by approximately 9,000 persona--from 77,000 to an estimated 86,000, and 
today Newton ranks eleventh in population in t he Commonwealth. nl 
Moat of t he people living in the city work in other parts of Greater 
Boston. Newton is primarily a residential community . Moat of t he houses 
1. Inaugural Address of Honorable Howard \'fuitmore, Jr., Mayor of 
Newton, January 1, 1954, Newton, Y~sa., P• 4. 
11 
are one-family homes and are owned by the people living in them. Generally 
speaking, t he population of Newton fits into the upper middle or upper 
socio-economic classes. The heads of the families are mostly business 
executives, small business proprietors, managers, and professionals. 
~ Jewish Community 
The writer was not able to find any statistics of the Jewish popula-
tion of Newton. It is estimated t hat t here are between 15,000 and 18,000 
Jews in the city. They are concentrated in Ohestnut Hill, Ne\'lton Oentre, 
and Newton, and to a lesser degree in \'laban and \'lest Newton. 
Jewish people have been moving to Newton in great numbers during the 
last ten years. Moat of them have moved to Newton from Dorchester, Rox-
bury, Ohelsea, Brookline, and Brighton. It is the writer's opinion that 
this steady flow of tmmigration still continues. 
Newton now has three synagogues while a fourth has purchased land in 
Newton and intends to move from ita present Roxbury location soon. The 
largest, in terms of ita 1100 family membership and its extensive program, 
is Temple Emanuel which is located in the Ne\rlon Oentre area but is also 
close to the Ohestnut Hill-Newton boundaries. Temple Emanuel 1s f amily 
membership has tripled in number during the past ten years. Also during 
these ten years two new synagogues, one (Temple Reyim) a conservative 
congregation, and the other (Temple Shalom) a reform congregation, have 
been organized. These nol'r have a family membership of approximately .lJoo 
each. There are about 4oo Jewish families in Newton which are affiliated 
with Temple Mishkan Tefilla, the Temple mentioned as planning to move to 
Newton soon. There are also many Jewish families who are members of 
12 
Temple Kehillath Israel and Temple Ohabei Shalom in Brookline and Temple 
Israel in Boston. 
Each of these synagogues has a religious school for children from 
six to thirteen or fourteen. Some have youth programs with part-time 
youth directors. 
Besides affiliation with all these synagogues, many Jewish families 
in Newton are active in and affiliated with Jewish organizations and 
institutions all over Greater Boston and New England. There are Newton 
chapters of Hadassah, B1riai Brith, Jewish War Veterans, and other such 
organizations. 
There is, in the writer's opinion, a strong 11we-feeling 11 among the 
Jewish people of Newton. They get together often and are, for the moat 
part, in the same sooio-economio class. They are inhabitants of a certain 
geographical area of the city ~~d hav~ many similar social, civic, cultur-
al, and religious interests. 
The High School 
The tee~agers of Newton are enrolled in one high school. Newton 
High School has an approximate enrollment of 2800 students. The writer 
estimates that there are between 800 and 900 who are Jewish. Sixty-five 
per cent of the graduates of the high school intend to continue in colleges 
and professional schools, while twenty per cent are enrolled in the busi-
ness preparatory course. Eight per cent are in the Newton Trade School 
program. 
Two interviewees remarked that they know of no Jewish students in 
the Trade School and very few in the business department. Three inter-
1~ 
viewees remarked that there were many Jewish students who were active as 
student leaders end who were extremely high in academic standing. This 
they found to be quite significant. 
The high school is noted for its high calibre of faculty, its pro-
gressive teaching methods, and its good physical facilities. Generally, 
the writer has found that the high school students with whom he has had 
contact are above average in intelligence and are getting as good school 
training as the writer has witnessed anywhere. 
One comment about the high school and ita students which came out 
in an interview is that it is too large and the students come from too 
wide a geographical area. This, the interviewee felt, caused the students 
to have a minimum loyalty for the school and contributed to the fact that 
the students were not united and behind school projects, teams. The fact 
that students lived so far away from each other resulted in few close 
friendship ties being made at school. 
Besides classes and athletic teams, the school has a great number of 
clubs with faculty advisors. 2 The school also runs an .exchange program 
whereby two groups of thirty juniors and seniors spend a week in a high 
school in another section of the country. This year the two groups go to 
communities in Colorado and in Delaware,while a group of high school 
students from each of those two cities visit in Newton for a week. One 
of the twenty interviewees was planning to go to Colorado to live at the 
home of one of those who would visit Newton and live at her home. These 
sixty are chosen by the faculty. They get together during the year and 
2. For more details about high school clubs, see Chapter III, p.l6. 
14 
run affairs to raise funds to help pay for their traveling expenses. 
II 
h Recreational Facilities 
II 
I 
I 
In 1951, there were 11thirty-eight play areas under the Recreation 
Department control"' of which thirty-four were in active use. The 
Recreation Department also reported: 
There were twenty-nine supervised playgrounds located throughout 
the city which were used daily last year. There are thirty-five 
tennis courts, eighteen baseball diamonds, sixteen outdoor baske~­
ball courts and thirty-seven softball diamonds and junior baseball 
fields. The recreation buildings at Burr, Brewer and Ha\fthorn 
playgrounds are open the year round. 
Besides the above facilities, public school gymnasia are used during 
the evenings by church groups, scout troupe, and clubs. There are several 
small and one large lake areas for ice-skating in the winter time. 
In addition to these public facilities, there are sever al private 
clubs and homes that have tennis courts, basketball courts, Sl'timming pools, ' 
and ice-skating facilities plus many basement play rooms. 
Youth Serving Agencies 
Other than t he synagogues in Newton which all have youth programs, 
t here are several agencies serving the teen-agers of Newton. The Jewish 
Community Center in Brookline serves several of t he Jewish teen-agers of 
Newton. This agency now has a program l'l'ith limited building facilities 
on 310 Harvard Street and has an extension program in Brighton. A 
Brookline public school gymnasium is used for gym facilities. 
A Y}~A in Newton is located at 176 Church Street. It has a large 
building with swim.l'!ling, gymnasium, and lounge facilities. Five of t he 
3· Your City Opens its Books, Annual Report, 1951, Newton, l"lB.ss. 
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twenty interviewees said they made use of' 11Y11 facilities sometimes. The 
11Y11 is usually quite crowded, and therefore the use of facilities is of'ten 
limited. 
B1nai Brith has a similar extension program with a girls' and a boys' 
club meeting in private homes. These groupe are led by volunteer adults 
who are supervised by a full-time trained "'TOrker. 
There are a few senior boy ~~d girl scout troops in Newton. Both 
the Boy Scouts of America and the Girl Scouts of America have individual 
of'fice headquarters in Newton. The troops usually meet in synagogues, 
churches, school buildings, or private homes. One girl of the twenty 
interviewees belonged to a Senior Girl Scout troop and one boy of the 
twenty belonged to a Boy Scout Explorer Post. 
The West Newton Oommunity Recreation Oenter has a non-building group 
work program, but the writer does not know of any Jewish teen-ager who is 
served by this agency. This progr~n also usee school and public playground 
facilities. 
16 
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CHAPI'ER III 
S~HOOL ACTIVITY MEMBERSHIPS 
The twenty teen-agers who were interviewed in this study participated 
in a total of sixty-one school activities. Thus the average was about 
three school clubs per teen-ager. There was a total of thirty-seven 
different activities in which they were involved and enrolled. 
T.ABLE IV 
INTERVIEl·IEES 1 PARTICIPATION IN SCHOOL CLUBS ltND ACTIVITIES 
Number of Clubs per Interviewee Number of Interviewees 
1 . 1 
2 6 
; 7 
4 4 
5 1 
6 1 
In school activities this sample demonstrated a wide range of group 
participation. Each interviewee belonged to at least one school activity 
and one belonged to as many as six activities. 
TABLE V 
SCHOOL CLUBS At~D ACTIVITIES I N WHICH INTERVIEWEES l'IERE ENROLLED 
AND AVERAGE NW.BER OF HEETINGS A MONTH 
Club or Activity 
L. Music Club 
2. Debate Club 
;. English Club 
4. Cavalry Club 
5. Red Cross Council 
6. Neophytes (Sophomore Drama Group) 
7. Hunting and Fishing Club 
8. Audio- Visual Aid Club 
9. Touchdown Club 
Number of meet-
ings a month 
l · 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
Number 
enrolled 
9 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
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Olub or Activity 
10. Ivleteorology Olub 
11. French Olub 
12. Art Olub 
1,?. Tennis Olub 
14. Latin Olub 
TABLE V (continued) 
15. Future Teachers of America 
16. Science Olub 
17. 1< ath Olub 
18. Wellesley Oomedians 
19. School Legislature 
20. Chemistry Olub 
21. Newton High Dance Band 
22. Newton Hi gh Marching Band 
2,?. 11 0range Shield 11 (school cafeteria squad) 
24. 110rchessis 11 ( Modern Dance Group) 
25. Boys 1 Ohorus 
26. Junior-Senior Girls' Ohorus 
27. Sophomo~e Girls' Ohorus 
28. 11 Alpha Beta" (Sophomore English Olub) 
29. School Newspaper - Editorial staff 
;o. Hi gh School lJlusical ( 11 Allegro") 
;1. Homeroom Managers' Oommittee 
,?2. Junior Glass Dance Oommittee 
;;. School Football Varsity 
;4. Sophomore Ushers 
;55. School Legislature Dance Committee 
;6. School Exchange Olub 
;57. Wellesley Hi gh Art Service Olub 
Number of meet- Number 
ings a month enrolled 
1 
1 
1 
l 
l 
1 
l 
1 
1 
2 
2 
4 
4 
4 
4 
8 
8 
8 
8 
8 
irregul.ar 
irregular 
irregular 
irregular 
irregular 
irregular 
irregular 
irregular 
1 
.? 
l 
1 
1 
.? 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
l 
1 
2 
2 
2 
2 
.? 
l 
.? 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
It is interesting to note t hat where these twenty tee~agers belonged 
to a total of ten Temple sponsored activi ties, they spread out to as many 
as t h irty-seven activities, t hus making many broader associations. 
An important f i nding in the i nterviews was t hat more than half of 
t hese activities met only once a month, t hereby affording little continuity 
"for social assoc i ation during t he course of t he year. 
From t he interviews the writer found t hat almost all of these clubs 
had at least one-half to two-thirds of t heir membership who were not 
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Jewish. There were many associations with Gentile teen-agers in these 
activities, but most of these 'I"Tere on the special interest level. They 
were not primarily social contacts, and the interviewees did not give 
much credit to these associations for having developed close friends. 
For the moat part, cliques or close friendship groups did not develop in 
any of these individual clubs. The teen-agers said they joined t hese 
activities because of their specific interests. 
It was also found t hat each school activity lfas supervised by one 
or more faculty members and conducted in one of the schoo1 buildings. 
This made the activities more educational than social or recreational 
in flavor. Seven interviewees remarked t hat faculty advisors ran the 
clubs quite autocratically, but this was an individual reaction and did 
not hold true for every club. 
The clubs 1 memberships were relatively large, although some groups 
had memberships as small as seven or ten. There was one club, namely 
t he Music Olub, which had over five hundred teen-agers enrolled. The 
clubs ranged from thirty to seventy-five in membership. This is a rather 
unwieldy number and affords little opportunity to develop real interaction 
of individuals in the group• Because of the nature of these clubs there 
is a quest i on whether individual relationships are considered in planning 
for t he setting-up of these activities. 
Summary 
On the whole t he twenty teen-agers '\tlho were studied belonged to a 
large variety of school clubs. Their associations here were based primaTi-
ly on special interests. Although t here was contact with many non-Jewish 
18 
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students in these clubs, few social associations were made as a result 
of .the contacts. School clubs in Newton High School are rather large 
in enrollment and therefore do not encourage many individual relation-
ships within the group. 
i' 
CHAPI'ER IV 
TEMPLE SFDNSORED ACTIVITIES 
The only controlled factor in this study was the choice of partici-
pants in Temple activities. Ten of t he t\'tenty teen-agers who were studied 
participated in only one Temple activity. These ten participated in 
three different groups: five (two boys and three girls) were in the 
University of Life, three (all boys) were in the Gym Program, and two 
(both girls) were in the Senior High Girls and College Boys Group. These 
three activities were primarily social or athletic which ehO\V'S that the 
identification with Temple sponsored programs usually started in the 
social or athletic area. This was so in all ten of these cases as well 
as in many more noted by the writer in his experience with the program. 
In contrast to this, it was fo~~d that when the teen-ager participated 
in more than one Temple group, a religious activity was usually included. 
It was found to be so in six cases of the ten ~multiple activity" teen-
agera who were studied. These six participated in either the Post Bar 
Mitzvah and Baa Mitzvah Club or the Friday Night Oneg Shabbat Group. None 
of the twenty participated in only religious activities. In the writer's 
experience, there are very few enrolled who participate in just the reli-
gious activities. 
TABLE VI 
INTERVIE\'IEES 1 PARTICIPATION IN TEHPLE ACTIVITIES 
Number of Temple Activities 
.. 
2 
3 
4 
Number of Interviewees 
10 
5 
4 
1 
20 
1 
I 
TABLE VII 
TEMPLE ACTIVITIES IN ¥ffiiCH INTERVIEWEES VffiRE ENROLLED 
AND AVERAGE NUMBER OF Y.EETINGS A MOl'ITH 
Activity Number of meetings 
a month 
1. Senior Girls and College Boys group 1 
2. Swimming Program 1 
,. Leaders' Training Fellowship 1 
4. Senior Juclaeans 2 
5· University of Life 2 
6. Pre-Teen Canteen 2 
7. Pbst Bar and Baa Mitzvah Club 4 
8. The "Amigos 11 4 
9. Friday Night Oneg Shabbat 4 
10. Gym Program 8 
Number 
enrolled 
5 
1 
2 
0 
16 
0 
' 0 4 
4 
These activities afforded the members associations with only Jewish 
teen-agers with the exception of an inter-faith program once a year. 
There has been very little attempt on the part of the Temple to reach 
out to non-Jewish groups on a council or city-wide planning basis. The 
little inter-faith programming that existed was more on the religious 
level than the social level. 
These Temple groups did have adult leadership and group work super-
vision. Nine interviewees pointed out t hat the group advisors were, for 
the most part, democratic leaders who encouraged the youth to participate 
and who were well-liked. In this respect, four interviewees contrasted 
the Gym, University of Lif'e, a.n~( Senior High Girls and College Boys Group 
' \ 
leaders with school club advisors of the school groups that they belonged 
to. Three interviewees felt that one Temple group leader was autocratic 
and did not help the democratic process of t he group. 
During the past three years, there has been an increase in teaR-age 
21 
, .. 
participation at the Temple. Five interviewees attributed it to the fact 
that they felt 11the Temp~e was interested in them" and was giving them 
programs that they were able to enjoy. 
On the other hand, four interviewees felt that the Temple didn't 
attract "enough kids 11 and was not meeting the group needs of many Jewish 
teen-agers in the community. Three remarked that the teen-age community 
did not realize that 11they could have fun at the Temple. 11 
Two of t he twenty teen-agers participated in more than half of their 
group activities at the Temple. To these two the Temple was a second 
home. To five others the Temple met a good portion of their leisure time 
group activity needs. This meant that the Temple was servicing the group 
activity needs of a large number of teen-agers. It has become a center 
of youth activity in t he community. It is, along with the YMCA, t he only 
building-centered institution offering an extensive group work program. 
Su.mmary 
The Temple sponsored groups answered some needs of the teen-agers 
who were studied. These groups were closely supervised and followed a 
group work approach. For the most part, t hese groups had adult guidance 
which was quite democratic in nature. 
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OHAPI'ER V 
OUTSIDE ORGANIZATION ~m~ffiERSHIPS 
The twenty interviewees studied belonged to a variety of outside 
organizations. These clubs included special interest activities, national-
ly affiliated organizations, and friendship clubs. 
TABLE VIII 
OUTSIDE ORG~~IZATIONAL GROUPS IN VffiiOH 
THE INTERVIE~IEES WERE ENROLLED 
Number of Groups Number of Interviewees Enrolled 
0 
1 
2 
' 
7 
10 
1 
2 
It is interesting to note t hat the greatest number of the interviewees, 
were enrolled in either no outside organization or only one. 
TABLE IX 
LISTING OF' OUTSIDE ORG.AL"UZATIONS I N iiHIOH INTERVIEWEES WERE ENRO LLED 
AND THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF l.ffi:ETINGS EACH MONTH 
Activity Average Meetings 
12er Month 
Ntunber Enrolled 
1. B1nai Brith Girls 2 5 
2. Boy Scout Explorer Poet 2 1 
;;. Vikings 2-4 1 
4. Olympians 4 2 
5· Trojans 4 1 
6. Senior Girl Scouts 4 1 
7. Temple Israel Post 4 1 
Confirmation Class 
8,. Ourry Olub 4 1 
9. Hub Wheelman irregular 1 
10. Newton Free Wheels irregular 1 
11. American Youth Hostels irregular 1 
12. Y. M. C. A. Gym Activity irregular 1 
1;>. Jewish Community Group irregular 1 
of Wellesley 
The twenty teen-agers studied belonged to only t hirteen different 
groups. Six of t hese t hi rteen groups did not have any form of adult 
guidance. In t he seven other cases each had an adult advisor. 
Seven of t hese groups were special interest activities, such as the 
Hub \~eelmen, Newton Free Wheels, American Youth Hostels, Y}IDA Gym Acti-
vity , Boy Scout Explorers, Senior Girl Scouts, and Post-Confirmation 
Cla ss; the others were primarily for social activities. They were basi-
cally friendship club groupings organized to run dances and social affairs. 
These social groups tended to have large memberships wi th little activity 
other than the sponsoring of a big annual dance and some fund rai sing for 
charities. These groups depend very much on indigenous leadership and 
the interviewees reported t hat usually t he groups rose and fell in co~ 
munity status and activity as a direct result of t he calibre of t h is 
leadership. The groups met in private homes and t here were some close 
friendships made as a result of t hese activities, especially in t he Olym-
pians, Trojans, and Ourry Olub. They were primarily not co-ed groups 
but t hey ran occasional co-ed activi ties. 
The teen-agers said they joined these groups either because they were 
interested in t he special activity of the group, such as gym, cycling, 
and scouting, or because they were seeki ng t he social contacts t hat these 
groups offered. 
Many of t he social groups, such as the Trojans, Olympians, and Curry 
Olub, had closed memberships. People could join only if they were invited. 
This raised the question of whether t here were not many teen-agers who 
wished to join such clubs and could not do so. 
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The Olympians, Trojans, and Ourry Olub all had members who lived in 
Brookline, Brighton, and Newton. This resulted in some contacts with 
teen-agers from other communities which is healthy but it also prevented 
certain close relationships from being made. The group that is neighbor-
hood centered allows for closer individual relationships. Aa a result, 
these social groups were activity-centered instead of member-centered. 
Summary 
On t he whole, the twenty teen-agers belonged to only thirteen outside 
group activities. They joined these activities mainly because of special 
interests and because of social needs. The social club groups that they 
joined had little or no adult guidance. These groups tended to be exclu-
sive in nature; thus, many teen-agers who wanted to belong could not 
because they were not invited to join. 
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OHAPrER VI 
INFORMAL GROUP ASSOCIATIONS 
Only two of the twenty teen-agers who were studied did not have an 
informal group affiliation. The general pattern of these teen-agers was 
to have one or two close circles of friends. 
TABLE X 
NUlliiBER OF I NFORMAL GROUPS D'l \'IHIOH INTERVIEWEES \'/ERE ENROLLED 
Number of Informal Groups Number of Interviewees 
0 
1 
2 , 
4 
TABLE XI 
2 
9 
8 
2 
1 
TYPES OF L.1"FORMAL GROUPS AND NUMBER &'IROLLED 
Type of Group 
Sex Membership 
Oo-ed 
One sex 
Jewish Membership 
All Jewish 
Jewish and non-Jewish 
Geographical Location 
Immediate neighborhood 
All of Newton 
Newton and other areas 
Number Enrolled 
9 
22 
7 
17 
7 
These informal group memberships were usually of one sex. Of the 
thirty-one groups only nine were co-ed. This is explained by the fact 
that the group which was studied was made up primarily of younger teen-
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' agers, many of whom had not yet adjusted completely to hete, oaexual social 
activity. It is also interesting to note that twenty-three of t he thirty-
one groups were solely Jewish in membership. 1 
These informal group activities were usually social and recreational. 
I The interviewees showed that moat of t he groups got together either after 
school on school grounds, at Newton Centre 'a shopping area on Centre Street 
or in the evening and during weekends at private homes. The variety of 
activities was quite great. The groups engaged in listening to the radio, 
watching television, playing cards, dancing, discussions, ball playing, 
and trips to downtown areas to shop or to go to movies and theatres. 
There was one informal group that had the special interest of writing 
and preparing marionette shows. 
The great mobility of teen-agers in Newton is shown by the fact that 
very few of t he members of these informal groups lived in the innnediate 
neighborhood. l4ost of the groups had members living all over Newton and 
quite a few had members living in Brookline, Brighton, Allston, and Dor-
chester. There was little of the old traditional pattern of close neigh-
borhood friendship groups. 
The associations with teen-agers in Brookline, Brighton, Allston, 
Dorchester, and other areas of Greater Boston results from the fact that 
many of the teen-agers in Newton spent their early childhood in t hese 
areas and had not yet broken those friendship ties. One of the inter-
viewees had moved from Dorchester only a year and a half prior to the 
1. For further discussion of the Jewish associations and interfaith 
activities, see Chapter VII, p.)O. 
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time this study was made. Three other l-Tays of making outside associations 
were: 1. friendships made at the Hebrew Teachers Oollege which t wo of the 
interviewees attend five times a week; 2. summer camp friendships; and ?· 
friendships made as a result of membership in such clubs as the Trojans, 
Olympians, Ourry Olub, and Vikings which were composed of teen-agers from 
various areas of Greater Boston. 
Almost all of t he interviewees admi tted that they spend a great deal 
of t heir leisure time with these informal group associations. These 
groups were close-knit cliques. They wer e small in membership and allowed 
for considerable interaction. Because t hese groups were small t hey en-
couraged t he making of close friendships. H. Dimock showed t hat t here 
is 11 a distinct tendency for friendship indices of groups to decrease as 
t he number of members inoreases."2 
There was very little, if any, refe rence to leaders. Most of t he 
interviewees said t hat the group 1s activities were initiated spontaneously 
and by different people at different times. Where there was a wide age 
. range (and t h is was not often true) the older teen-agers took most of t he 
initiative. Two interviewees who belonged to co-ed groups said t hat t he 
girls in t he group usually did moat of t he ini tiating of activity. The 
writer also saw one case where an aggressive teen-ager was the leader. 
Summary 
These informal friendship groups were primarily small in number. 
Oloae ties were made as a result. The groups' activities were social 
2. H. Dimock, Rediscovering t he Adolescent, pp. 185-186. 
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and recreational. Few individual leaders were noted because of t he nature ' 
of the groups and their activities. Unlike the traditional pattern of 
close ties being made in immediate neighborhood friendships, t hese teen-
agers tended to make their close friendship ties with peers who lived 
all over Ne~non and with some who lived in other areas of Greater Boston. 
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OHAPI'ER VII 
THE DEGREE OF JEVIISH ASSOCIATIONS Al.'ID FEELINGS ABOtJl' THEM 
The writer found that nine of the twenty interviewees had no group 
contacts with non-Jewish youth outside of school and school club activity. 
Nine others had very little contact while two had about one-half of their 
social contacts with non-Jewish youth outside of school. As this came up 
in each interview, the writer pointed the matter out to the interviewee 
and recorded comments made regarding the matter. 
It is interesting to note that only four of the twenty said that 
they had given little or no thought to the matter. Four others were quite 
concerned about the fact that the Jewish youth were banding together so 
closely. They felt that this was an unhealthy trend and that something 
should be done §bout it. Only two suggested possible remedies. One said 
t hat a non-sectarian community center should be set up, and the other 
felt that representatives of the m~ sectarian groups should get together 
and plan more intergroup activities so that Jewish teen-agers would have 
more opportunity to socialize to1ith non-Jewish youth and thereby get to 
know t hem better. The other twelve gave various reasons for the degree 
of Jewish associations but did not express concern or lack of concern 
about the trend. 
There were nine different categorical reasons concerning the degree 
of Jewish associations given during the course of the twenty interviews. 
The writer will discuss them in order of the number responding. 
The most frequent answer, and usually the first one, was the strong 
influence of the interviewee's parents and the parental disapproval of 
I 
I · 
II 
I 
their s~cializing l'l'i th non-Jewish youth. Eighteen mentioned this, 
although two of them felt their parents would not forbid them to date 
non-Je\'rs but would discourage it. Sixteen parents did forbid it. In 
the case of no~Jewiah group associations, parents did not feel as strong-
ly, but most of them did discourage it. One interviewee remarked that 
the parents of quite a few non-Jewish tee~agers also forbade or discour-
aged mixed socializing. In most of the cases the interviewees agreed 
with their parents on this matter. i'lhen the writer asked why they and 
their parents felt so strongly about this, almost always the answer was 
that they did not want to get 11 1nvolved. 11 This leads to the second rea-
son which the writer chooses to call fear of intermarriage. 
Fourteen of the interviewees said that they did not want to get 
seriously involved with a non-Jewish teen-ager of the epp,.site sex and 
therefore they tended to band together with Jewish youth as a precaution-
ary measure. All of them wanted to avoid intermarriage. Four were 
specifically concerned about the raising of children in homes of mixed 
marriages. One felt that it was hard for anyone to resolve religious 
problems and for two individuals from t\10 different religious groups the 
adjustment would be doubly hard. Two remarked about some bad experience 
of intermarriage that some close relative of theirs had had where family 
ties were broken and in the long run the marriage did not work out. 
Next to these two reasons comes the answer that Jewish youth have 
much more in common with each other and little to share socially with 
non-Jewish teen-agers. Seven interviewees gave this as a factor influ-
encing their strong Jewish associations. The Jewish youth have their 
specific religious school training, their common religious worship 
:;1 
II 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
II 
r 
II 
I 
I 
experiences, their common social and cultural events. Two interviewees 
said that t hey did well in school and had certain values regarding school 
work which t hey found much more common among Jewish youth. One other 
interviewee remarked t hat ver1 few Jewish teen-agers go out for school 
teams, such as football, basketball, and baseball, which are of great 
interest primarily to non-Jews, and therefore there is little sharing 
of common experiences. Tied in with this are the influence and pressures 
exerted by churches and synagogues in the commtmity which the writer has 
classified as the next reason. 
There were also seven interviewees who felt that churches, synagogues, 
and certain sectarian agencies, by the very nature of their programs, 
were contributing to the trend noted above. The interviewees felt that 
they found so much to do at the Temple and such places as Hebrew Teachers 
College that there was little time to spend in other places where there 
were more non-Jewish teen-agers. Three of them felt that the churches 
in Newton, as well as other synagogues, were doing likewise;and by atten-
ding the programs at these places the Jewish group and non-Jewish group 
found themselves getting further apart socially. 
Five interviewees felt that the Jewish community in general and many 
of their friends in particular looked down upon their socializing with 
non-Jews. They pointed out that this factor affected their association 
trends. Many of their friends or their friends' parents disapproved and 
I this meant a lot to them. One interviewee mentioned that he felt that 
I 
II when a Jewish teen-ager associated with non-Je\'TS to a great extent, he 
usually broke most of his Jewish associations. 
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There were also five interviewees who felt t hat the fact t hat Je>iish 
homes were concentrated in certain neighborhood areas and that there were 
few non-Jewish teen-agers in the neighborhood also affected the trend. 
They felt that they had few, if any, non-Jews living close to them and 
so they would have to travel some to visit with and socialize with non-
Jewish teen-agers. This made it somewhat inconvenient. 
Another factor attested to by four interviewees was that they did 
not ~~ow of any non-Jewish or mixed social groups which were open to them. 
Some remarked t hat the non-Jewish teen-agers did not organize formal 
groups as often as Jewish youth did and informal cliques of non-Jewish 
teen-agers seemed to be closed to the Jewish teen-agers. 
Two interviewees thought t hat many Jewish youth stuck together be-
cause they came from Dorchester and othe r areas which had such a large 
and close-knit Jewish community. These teen-agers felt that the influence 
of that type of community when they were children had caused these close 
Jewish associations to start and that this trend might now be a result 
of this. 
One interviewee had ha~ a bad anti-Semitic experience and felt that 
such outbursts have contributed to the groups' getting further and further 
apart,and thus the degree of mixed associations has been low. 
Summary 
The writer found from hie interviewees in this study that for the 
most part the Jewish teen-agers associated with Temple Emanuel had very 
few, if' any, non-Jewish social associations outside of school. Eight 
-- l-~"~=o=f~t=h=e==teen-agers studied were concerned about t his behavior trend. They 
lj 
II 
gave nine different but sometimes inter-related reasons. They were 
I 
11 generally unable to offer suggestions for a solution. 
li Hollinshead in his study of Elm:town 1 s youth said 
I 
I 
I 
Therefore, we can conclude with confidence that adolescents who have 
been reared in families that possess different class cultures may be 
expected to follow different behavior patterns i.n their responses to 
situations they encounter in their participation in the community 's 
social life. ~ .-. • the home an adolescent comes from conditions in a 
very definite manner the way he behaves in his relations with the 
school, t he church, the job, recreation, his peers, and his family. 1 
The writer feels that this study shows that, in the case of a certain 
segment of Jewish teen-agers in Newton, t here is a functional relationship 
between the teen-ager 1s social behavior and the culture group to which he 1 
belongs. Parents, the home environment, their religious institution, the 
neighborhood, and the socio-cultural mores have influenced the teen-ager 1s 
degree of Jewish associations. 
1. a. B. Hollingshead, Elmtown 1~ Youth, p. 441. 
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CHAPI'ER VIII 
YOUTH SERVICES UNlv'IET BY THE CO!'ll~UNITY 
In trying to tmderstand unmet needs of the Ne1rrton community 1 s youth 
it is well to take into account t he statement made by the Division on 
Education and Recreation of the Council of Social Agencies of Chicago: 
Recreation is needed by everybody. TI<ey need a place to go, a place 
to play with other people, opportunity to be a part of a group which 
gives a sense of belonging and provides opportunity for pursuing 
special interest, opportunity for aid in personal problems under 
highly skilled leadership. The first two types of need would seem 
to be particularly the responsibility of public agencies, the third 
might be the responsibility of either public or private agencies, 
and .t he fourth particularly the responsibility of the private agency. 
Certain areas in a community and certain groupe of people need inten-
sification of all services, e. g., areas in which social problems are 
concentrated, in which t here are changing populations, tensions, 
poverty, and unadjusted groups or individuals • . 
In making this study the writer fo~~d that there were some unmet 
y outh service needs according to the interviewees. There was a wide 
range of opinion regarding some of these needs. The needs dealt with 
all four of the categories outlined in t he above quotation • 
.A Place to Go 
The interviewees were split in casting their votes for having a 
place to go or a 11hangout 11 such as a Teen Lounge Program successfully 
. . 2 
tried by some cities in New York State. Eight felt such a place was 
1. Council of Social Agencies of Chicago, Division on Education 
and Recreation, Some Aspects of Planning 12£ Recreation in Chicago, 
May, 1947, pp. 8-9.(Quoted in Harleigh B. Tracker, Social Group Work 
Principles~ Practices, PP• 155-156.) 
I• 
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New York state Youth Commission, Making Teen Centers Succeed, 
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sorely needed while seven were opposed to a Teen Canteen cr Center in 
Newton. Four were not sure. Some reasons for t heir doubt were: 1. the 
lack of time; 2. the geographical factor causing the teen-agers to travel 
such great distances in order to get to certain parts of Newton from 
their homes; 3. the matter of control and supervision of such a place 
which might hinder teen-agers from coming; 4. the concern that it might 
become a 11di ve 11 and breed juvenile del:tnquenoy; 5. the fact that only a 
certain clique or segment would come and thus it . W01.lld not serve its 
purpose. 
Those in favor of a teen center pointed out that they had no place 
to drop in informally when they had free time. They wanted a place to 
meet friends casually, play records, dance, and socialize. 
Although all interviewees agreed that movie houses were far away 
and sometimes hard to get to, especially if they did not have a car, only 
five felt that there was a need for one or more theaters that would be 
more centrally located in Newton. Seven felt there was no need for it 
at all because most teen-agers had access to oars and they usually did 
not go to movies except on weekends and on dates when they could find 
friends with cars • 
. Two people felt that t here was no place to go after movies or if they 
had a date and it was too late to see t he last show. They would often 
have to go all the way into Boston. Three people mentioned t hat there 
was only one place to go dancing in all of Newton and it (The Totem Pole) 
was generally very crowded during weekends. 
Four teen-agers felt they and their friends had no place to go 
I~ 
I 
I 
I 
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during the school vacation weeks} They expressed real desire for program~, 
activities, and places to go during those weeks. The other sixteen did 
not mention anything about vacation weeks. The writer has noticed from 
his experience that as a rule the teen-~ers have a great abundance of 
free time then and many are bored because of having nothing to do and no-
where to go. 
Two interviewees also mentioned that 11Newton was dead during the 
summer months. 11 Eight others said that t hey went to summer camps or to 
Nantasket Beach for the summer. The writer questions 'tthether i;here is a 
need for summer programming for teen-agers. He feels his study did not 
have as its punpoae the drawing of any conclusions in this area. This 
might pose a question for further study. 
A Place to Play illh other People 
Six interviewees felt strongly t hat there was a need for 11decent 
bowling alleys 11 nearby. lflost of the teen-agers in Newton go to Brookline 
and Boston to bowl. Several remarked t hat the alleys in Newton Oorner 
attracted a 11 cheap crowd. 11 Those who had cars more readily accessible 
did not feel as strongly about this as those who were without cars. Five 
others felt that there were insufficient gym, tennis, and ball field 
facilities. Two girls were concerned about gym programs for girls. One 
mentioned the need of roller skating facilities. There was thus some 
general concern about inadequate athletic facilities for teen-agers in 
). The state of Massachusetts sets aside a week of vacation from 
school after six weeks of classes. Thus the teen-agers have three full 
school vacations, one in December, one in February, and one in April. 
Newton. 
On! ortunity to be ~ Part ~f ~ Group 
The tee~agers who were studied thought they had enough opportunities 
to belong to groups and to develop special interests. This is supported 
by t he fact that these twenty individuals had 146 group affiliations. 
The High School does offer many opportunities for special interest and 
II the Temple, Y. M. a. A., outside organizations, and informal groups gave 
the teen-agers quite a wide range of group identifications. 
Five interviewees did remark about the lack of inter-group associ-
atione, especially the existence of strong ethnic and religious group 
barriers. There was a feeling that t here was a lack of understanding 
· an4 acceptance of other groups. They felt t hat more effort should be 
made to offer teen-agers wider group experiences in terms of interfaith, 
community-wide planning, and social contacts. 
An expression was made by two interviewees that because of the abun-
1 dance of private cars accessible and because Ne~~on was so widespread 
I 
IJ geographically the teen-agers of Newton did not have a strong, unifying 
I bond. Their identifications and loyalties were dispersed in spite of 
the fact that they all went to one high school. 
j Opportunity for Aid in Personal Problems 
I Six teen-agers remarked t hat there were few places for them to go 
I 
,, 
to get hdp ~ti,th their personal problems. From his knowledge of the 
psychology of the adolescent, t he writer realized that in making their 
break with parents, teen-agers are seeking understanding substitutes in 
I whom to confide. For the group studied, school teachers were often found 
~ -
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to be too authoritarian. The teen-agers would thus confide in group 
leaders at the Temple or t hose leading outside organizational groups. 
Six of the thirteen outside g roups did not have adult leaders or members. 
Two of the interviewees thought t hat there was a need for more men 
or women in the capacity of the writer (a group worker) to whom other 
teen-agers could come and tell of t heir feelings and seek advice. The 
writer has not been able to ascertain how many such people there are 
available to the Newton teen-agers,but from the expression of the inter-
viewees, he feels that t here a re not enough to meet t he teen-age co~ 
munity needs. 
Summary 
This study shows that there was an expressed need and some interest 
in one or more teen-age drop-in lounge programs in Newton. The mobility 
of teen-agers in Newton somewhat diminishes t he immediate need for more 
movie houses nearby, but the writer thinks that the community would do 
a service if it did not make it necessary for teen-agers to move so far 
afield for recreational and leisure time facilities. 
Although t here are some places for teen-agers to go to play together, 
there was an expressed need for more adequate gym, bowling, and swimming 
facilities. There is a marked lack of these athletic facilities for 
girls. 
Generally there was felt to be enough opportunity for t hese teen-
agers to get group experiences and to meet their individual special in-
terests. 
There was mentioned a definite lack of programs and facilities for 
?9 
teen-agers during vacation periods. This was noted from the interviews 
and from the writer's experiences. 
There has been a lack of common experiences by teen-agers from 
various religious and socio-economic groups. In view of the expressions 
of these teen-agers the writer feels that the community needs to consider 
a plan for inter-group programming for teen-agers. Especially .marked are 
the strong religious group barriers. Teen Council participation by teen-
age representatives from the city 1s various school, church, social agen-
cies and other organizations could well get together to plan interfaith 
and inter-group activities, especially on the social level. 
Two factors that were pointed up in this study were the needs for 
summer programming and the availability of enough qualified people in 
whom the teen-agers can confide and to whom they can bring their personal 
problems. These two areas need further study. 
d 
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CHAPI'ER IX 
SUMMARY .~ID li~ERPRETATIONS 
Tnis study has been limited to a segment of t he Newton Jewish tee~ 
age community. The writer feels that a further study can and should be 
made of the other Jewish teen-agers in the community in order to get a 
more complete picture. Such a study could cover the Newton High School 
or the other synagogue youth programs. It should be pointed out here 
that the results of this study do not necessarily reflect the associations 
and feelings of all of Newton's Jewish teen-agers, but they do represent 
those who are members of this Synagogue Center. 
The exact number of associations of the twenty interviewees is shown 
in the master chart in t he Appendix on page 48. This is broken down into 
school clubs, Temple groups, outside organizations, and informal friend-
ship groups. This study showed t hat these twenty teen-agers had a total 
of 146 different group associations. 
The youth who were studied did reveal that they belonged to many 
school clubs a...'l'J.d were making quite full use of this opportWlity that was 
offered to them. School clubs were primarily interest centered and more 
educational than social. The writer feels t hat this school club program 
might be more meaningful if it were organized into smaller groups that 
meet more frequently and are more closely and democratically guided by 
their advisors. The writer also questions the advisability of one high 
school as large as the Newton one serving all the teen-agers of a community 
which is so broadly spread out geographically. 
The Temple's activities in relation to those studied seems to be 
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planned in the direction of the individual needs of those being served. 
The youth who do come were either closely identified with t he congregation 
or were trying to meet certain social, recreational and cultural needs. 
The Temple is in a very real sense, in the writer's opinion, a sectarian 
(namely Jewish) community center for these teen-agers. 
There were few outside organizational affiliations on the part of 
those studied. It appears that most of the organizational interests of 
t hese teen-agers were being met by the Temple's Youth Activities Program. 
Following t he usual : pattern of teen-agers, most of the youth who 
were studied belonged to at least one informal friendship group or, as it 
is known in Newton, clique. These info rmal groups took up quite a large 
portion of the teen-ager's leisure time. Because of the mobility of 
today 1s youth, and particularly those in Newton who come from high-income 
families owning more than one family car, these informal groupe are no 
longer, for the most part, composed of youth who live close to each other. 
There is much moving arc:nm.d now and lese of a feeling for the yards, 
streets, and fields immediately surrounding the homes of the individual 
teen-agers. . There is even some moving out to other communities for these 
close friendships. As a result of this, there is lese identification 
with the school, its ~ctivitiee, and other agencies in the immediate 
community. One other factor resulting from this mobility is t hat the 
teen-agers are spending much of t heir leisure time traveling in cars and 
less time in group activities ~~d in association with other individuals. 
For the most part, the teen~agers who were studied had few, if any, 
non-Jewish social associations outside of school. They gave various 
reasons such as t he home, t he religious institution, the neighborhood, 
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and the socio-cultural forces as being influences in affecting the lack 
of these associations. 
The strong Jewish associations being made by the teen-~ers who were 
studied is of great interest. Because of the desire for continuing the 
survival of the Jewish g roup, the writer can understand, to a certain 
extent, the rationale for this aggressive we-feeling among the Jewish 
families in Newton. On the other hand, the writer thinks t hat the Jewish 
youth in the community are depriving themselves of some good friends and 
valuable experiences by associating only with the smaller and more closely 
knit group on t he social or friendship level. 
Planning social group programs for Jewish and non-Jewish teen-agers 
may arouse considerable concern on the part of families, churches, and 
synagogues. Teen-age dating is, in t he \'rriter 1 s opinion, preliminary 
courtship. Encouraging inter-dating,by setting up social programs, could 
lead to intermarriage. From the writer's experience, and from some family 
experiences of the interviewees, intermarriage leads to many complex 
family and communal problems, such as parental acceptance, the raising 
of children, religious education, and acceptance into a community. 
Recognizing the above, the writer is still not ready to sanction any 
form of a ghetto. It is true that many associations are made in school 
and little or no thought is given to whether the associates are Jewish or 
not. Some of the interviewees did associate with. non-Jewish youth in 
formal and informal groups, but the writer found this trend to be very 
limited. It is of some concern to him. He has tried to find some solu-
tiona. 
First, the writer feels that there is justificat ion for sectarian 
-- il 
agency programming . Jewish youth have an opportunity in groupe like those 
sponsored at the Temple, by Young Judaea, and by B1nai Brith, to engage 
in Jewish communal work, to learn to unde r stand the Jewish community and 
to accept and express themselves as Jews. The writer feels that provis ion 
for t hi s t ype of opportunity is very important in molding t he well-rounded, 
secure American Jew. Because he believes the Jew should be well-rounded, 
the writer feels that provisions for other types of experiences should 
also be offered to Jewish youth. Such provision might be made by arrang ing 
for more inter-group activities and teen-age comm~~ity planning . 
One possible way of implementing this might be the setting up of a 
council consisting of representatives of Jewish and non-Jewish groupe. 
This council might plan and carry out various activities which would bring 
the Jewish and non-Jewish teen-ager together in groups. This could allow 
for socialization and >'lould be an opportunity for Jews to get to know non-
Jews and do things together 1'1ith t hem. Groupe could attend synagogue and 
church services, run di scussion group meetings, and various other programs. 
The main objectives would be to understand better teen-agers of other 
faiths ~~d, as one of t he interviewees put it, to do things with non-Jews 
"so t hat they and we would know t hat the other guy was also a regular 
fellow." 
This study has shown t hat there ar e many complex reasons causing 
Jewish teen-agers to band together. l11ost of them boil down to a concern 
about the survival of the Jewish group. The writer feels that Jewish 
survival involves mo re concern and better understanding of Judaism and 
the Jewish g roup as well as an appreciation and understanding of the no~ 
Je1vish community . The writer recognizes that this is an over-simplification 
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and the matter is much more complex, but time limitations prevent further 
discussion on this subject. 
The unmet needs of Jewish teen-agers in t he community were, in the 
writer's opinion, not conclusively revealed in this study. One definite 
need is that mentioned above, namely, the council to plan, organize, and 
carry out inter-group and interfaith activities. There was also mentioned 
the need to set up some drop-in lounge programs and additional facilities 
for var ious other forms of recreation during leisure time. The great 
amount of teen-age mobility in Newton is also a factor that should be 
considered. The writer wonders whether more recreational facilities in 
the immediate community would curb t h is mobility somewhat. He also ques-
tions whether this great mobility is unhealthy. This could only be found 
out if such facilities were set up in Newton or some similar community 
and then the teen-age mobility watched. A study of this in some other 
similar community might be of help in better understanding the Newton 
teen-age community. 
One interviewee remarked that he felt that teen-agers 11 lacked the 
acceptance of adults in the community." He said that if he wore a leather 
jacket he would often be branded a juvenile delinquent. In a sense this 
reaction was that of a typical adolescent revolting from adult control, 
but the writer believes that there is, at times, some justification for 
the statement. This study was made to give the adult community and adult 
teachers, social workers, Rabbis, and ministers a better understanding of 
what some Jewish teen-agers were doing with their leisure time, whanthey 
were associating with, why they made these associations, and what they 
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felt was lacking. Although this study has been successful in revealing 
a considerable amount of t he above information, it has only scratched the 
surface leveL of the vast amount of knowledge that is needed really to 
understand the Jewish teen-ager in Newton. The writer hopes that further 
studies will be made in order tbat better understanding will result in 
finer services to the youth and more meaningful experiences for them in 
preparing for their place in the adult community. 
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4PH!:NDIX 
GUIDE FOR QUESTIONS OF FOCUSED INTERVIEW 
A short explanation of the purpose of the study. I 
To get a more complete picture of Jewish teen-ager participation I 
in groups, to find out how these teen-agers feel about it, and 
1 
to ask the teen-agers what they feel is lacking in the way of 
youth services in Newton. 
II. Ask interviewee to list groups that he or she belongs to (both in 
and out of school) and to describe them briefly. Include friend-
ship groupings. 
III. 
IV. 
A. Vlhat he feels the purpose of the group is. 
B. What he wants from the group. 
o. \1hat activities go on in this group. 
D. Who the members of the groupe are. 
1. Their sex. 
2. Their ages or grades in school. · 
3· Their neighbor4oqds (where they live). 
4. Whether they are Jewish or non-Jewish. 
E. Who the leaders are. 
I 
I 
1. What it is that makes them leaders (popularity, age, skill). l 
2. Adult leadership or guidance, if any. 
How the interviewee feels about belonging to groups that are only 
Jewish in membership, mixed, or primarily non-Jewish. Discussion 
of these feelings with primary focus on the Jewish aspect. 
What the interviewee feels is lacking in youth services for the 
teen-age community. 
I 
I 
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47 
' TABLE XII 
SUI•JI;JARY TABLE SHOWING I NDIVIDUAL INTERVIE't/EES, LENGTH OF INTERVIEW, 
AND NtJivlBER OF GROUP ASSOCIATIONS 
e 
• · 0 
Interview Clubs Groups zatione Groupe Group Af:f'ili-
at ions 
1 55 4 ~ ~ 0 10 
2 45 ~ 1 1 2 7 
~ 50 1 4 0 0 5 
4 45 
' 
2 1 2 8 
5 50 2 ~ 0 ~ 8 
6 ~ 2 
' 
0 1 6 
7 50 4 ~ 0 4 11 
8 ~ ~ 1 1 1 6 
9 55 4 1 1 2 8 
10 ~ 2 1 1 2 6 
11 4o ~ 1 1 
' 
8 
12 4o 6 1 0 2 9 
1~ 
'5 5 2 0 1 8 
14 25 2 1 1 1 5 
15 55 2 2 0 2 6 
16 ~5 ~ 1 
' 
1 8 
17 ~ 4 2 1 1 8 
18 45 ~ 1 2 1 7 
19 4o ~ 2 1 1 7 
20 )() 2 1 1 1 
_2. 
Total a 61 ~6 18 '1 146 
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